ON T ROAD..

+  Canada =

About a week before the Michigan Red Power Round Up in 1998 Kevin and I headed
for Canada. While at the Benham, Kentucky get together, Jim Richards invited us to visit
the Hamilton Plant, Milton Museum, and some IH tractor collections. Little did we know
then that the Hamilton Plant was going to close. It was special to us to be able to tour the
Hamilton Plant with all of it’s great history. We are saddened it had to close, but that’s
the way things are anymore with companies swallowing up other companies. If we look
back in history we will find that was the way International Harvester got started.

This was the first time Kevin and I went deep into Canada. I had no idea what to
expect such as highways, motels, food, etc. Before we crossed in Detroit I didn’t feel
safe, but as soon as we crossed into Canada everything was clean and secure. Going
through downtown Detroit at midnight didn’t help anything. After driving in Canada for
awhile I liked everything about Canada. All the Canadian people were really nice to us.

The next morning we met Jim Richards at the Milton Museum. It was a beautiful
facility. 1 tried to talk Jim into having a Red Power Round Up there, maybe someday. It
would be hard for vendors to cross the border. We might have to have a show sometime
in Canada without vendors or they could cut down on their supply for one show. I know
it would be tough but sometimes we have to give a little.

The International Harvester collection was in a two story round barn with tractors
around the bottom and the lighter stuff on the top story. There was a reaper, mogul, cub
from the Hamilton Plant, and several other tractors. The cub had a brass tag showing it
was used in the Hamilton Plant. A sign upstairs on the wall caught my eye. It was
instructions from the Hamilton Plant in 5 different languages. English, Polish,
Hungarian, Armenian, and Italian. This just shows some of the different nationalities that
made up North America. Most of the tough jobs like coal mines, steel mills, cement
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