ON THE ROAD..

Ed Gaul

Head of Tractor Engineering, Hinsdale

In February 1999 on my way to Louisville, Kentucky my brother (Don) and I stopped
by Mr. Ed Gaul’s home to do an interview. He is a most interesting man to talk to and I
don’t even remember if I used the list of questions I had made up to ask him. One thing
just went into another and before I knew it my 2 hours was up because Mr. Gaul and his
wife had another appointment. I had met Ed a year a so before when my wife (Kevin)
had contacted him to talk about refrigeration. At that time I had no idea that Ed had
ended up as Head of Engineering and after I found out it didn’t do much good because
my wife had the floor. Rather than make a question and answer format, I will just make
it into a bunch of short stories.

After college Ed went to work at Evansville, Indiana in the refrigeration plant. He
worked there from 1947 until 1956. Evansville was the refrigeration capital of the world
with IH, Servil, and Serger. Ed went from refrigeration to implements, and then to
tractors.

From 1956 to 1959 (waiting for Hinsdale to open) Ed worked at East Moline. One of
his first jobs as Advanced Engineer was to travel around to Agricultural Departments at
different universities. One such time at lowa State University found him looking at
another brand combine with a grainhead set up to shell corn (running the entire stalk
through the machine). He said it didn’t take long to wear out the inside of the combine
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